BARBARIAN STORIES

the whole thing seems sound, though of course the
actual property and cash line, above which one be-
comes an owner, is rather arbitrary. It came, I
expect, of the growing conviction in everyone's minds
that the rich had really too good a time of it, too much
protection, a too slow death-rate. And there had been
the terrible after-strike years in all the big industries,
and those in power felt, I think, that this was the only
kind of thing short of what they really wanted - and
weren't going to be given - that would at all satisfy
the hunger in the minds of the Have-nots.

The last Cardiff Assizes happened just before the
day, and Tom, as usual, got desperately indignant,
There were, as always, terrifically harsh sentences on
small crimes against property and any crimes against
established sexual morality: miserable people sen-
tenced to seven years for incest that is inevitable in the
over-crowding of towns, or bestiality that is almost as
inevitable in die boredom of a lonely farm: things bad
for the individual most likely, but that wasn't what
they were sentenced on - that wasn't what the judges
grew so fierce about! These things are still kept out
of the papers; personally I've never heard them dis-
cussed, never heard any anger or protest about them,
except by members of the Bar: reasonably young
ones - they get used to it later, as one always does get
used to things. They don't really distress me so
much as they do Tom, But it was in that mood that
he stayed on at Cardiff after the Assizes> and wired
for me to come too.
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